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NEWSLETTER September 2019 

         news and views 
 
VISITORS 
Since our last newsletter we have had visits from 
several enthusiastic individuals, the Rebus Society 
(Wanganui) and the Motorhome club. Both groups 
seemed to enjoy our displays of historical artefacts. 
NEXT MEMBERS MEETING 
Our next Members’ meeting will be held on Tuesday 
17th September, at 2 pm in the Records Room. 
The guest speaker will be Linda Welsh, who is engaged 
in alternative style farming. As usual this will be 
followed by afternoon tea and social time. We hope to 
see you there. 

MEMBERS PASSING 
Sadly, since our last newsletter we have lost two 
members: Tim Collins and Bryan Gibbs. Brian was an 
enthusiastic supporter of the village; always being 
available to help out with openings and maintenance. 
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF CALLING IT “MARTON” 
The final decision to name our township Marton was 
made on 7th October 1869. 
On this date, 150 years ago, in a tiny courthouse, town 
and country settler folk met to change the name of 
their little settlement from Tutaenui. 
This was a hot topic at the time, as discussion had been 
going on for many months, At a long meeting lasting 
into late evening, two names were considered — 
Oldham and Marton. 
Finally, Marton was the name chosen, as this was the 
year of the 100th anniversary of James Cook’s discovery 
of New Zealand. Cook, the famous navigator was born 
in what is now called Marton-in-Cleveland in Yorkshire. 
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On 5th October the Historical Society will celebrate 
the occasion in our Village and the Memorial Hall 
with many displays of our town. On this occasion, the 
people of Marton are welcome to dress up in clothing 
that relate to 15 decades of progress in our town; e.g. 
Farm Workers, Bandsmen, Sports Clubs, Schools, 
Servicemen, Firemen, Fashion Trends, etc. 
We are presently organising a celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of the day some important citizens of 
Tutaenui decided to rename their little town to 
“Marton” – after the birthplace of Captain Cook. who, 
co-incidentally had first sighted new Zealand almost 
exactly 100 year before that. 
Our celebration will be on Saturday 5th October in the Marton Memorial Hall and in 
our Village, 10:00 am to 3 pm. 
We are hoping for a number of historical and craft groups to have displays. 
Entrance will be by gold coin donation. 
Any enquiries for this day can be made by phoning  06 327 6104 or 06  327 7903. 
COTTAGE & JAIL MAINTENANCE 
The painting of the Cottage and the old Jail has now been completed and the 
scaffolding removed. Many thanks to Barry Lennox for his prompt attention to this 
work. 
The floors in the cottage kitchen and hall-way have been resurfaced to an 
appropriate period finish by “Mr Sandless” of Wanganui. We can highly 
recommend their services. 
In addition, a small window pane on the front of the cottage has been replaced by 
Harvey & Calkin Glass. We think this may have been broken by debris flying from a 
Council lawnmower. Obviously, we hope that doesn’t happen too often. 
 
 
Rod’s Reminiscences 

Onepuhi Bridge 
Onepuhi Road used to go all the way from State Highway #1 to the Rangitikei River, 
with Porewa Road looking like a side road branching off it. Now, the part of 
Onepuhi Road past where it becomes Porewa Road looks like a side road, because 
it doesn’t go anywhere much other than the west bank of the river. 
As far as I can work out, in the later part of the 19th century the road crossed the 
river, probably on one of the numerous low bridges that were common at that 
time, but like all the others, it was washed away in the 1897 flood that destroyed 
the Port of Rangitikei. After that, until the 1920s, farmers in the area had no easy 

The assumed exact location of 
the cottage where Captain 
Cook was born. 

 



3 

access between the Marton and Feilding sale yards — both very important 
institutions in those days. 
The nearest bridge was at Kakariki and that was a combined road-rail bridge; so it 
was presumably closed for 15 minutes or so before each train was due — and there 
were a lot more trains in those days. That would be even more inconvenient if one 
assumes that much of the time animals on their way to market would be walking, 
not carried in trucks like today. 
Eventually, after much lobbying and argument, a new suspension bridge was built. 
By about 1950 this bridge was on its last legs. A large sign at the end proclaimed 
“Maximum Load: 1 ton”; so it was OK for model Ts but not for anything much 
bigger. When a car drove over it, it would noticeably sag quite a bit. 
Eventually it was closed to traffic, but remained 
standing for some years, and could be walked 
over, provided one was careful to avoid the ever 
more numerous and dangerous looking holes in 
the decking that soon appeared. Half way across, 
a ramp of sorts, off one side, allowed access 
down to the island that had formed in the middle 
of the river. 
The river at that time had split itself into two streams – an Eastern one that always 
looked to me like the main stream and looked like a dangerously fast flow, and a 
Western one that seemed more sedate. This was used as the main swimming hole 
on family outings and, especially, on Church & Sunday school picnic days.  
The paddock just to the south side of the road on the river bank used to be a 
publicly accessible space of some kind, and was a popular place for holding events 
such as Church picnics. I particularly remember so-called 3-legged races with 
dozens of little kids yelling and screaming and falling over. There may have also 
been egg & spoon races – using cooked eggs of course. 
There has been some recent talk from area planners that that paddock is still 
officially a “public domain” and there is some thought going into re-activating it as 
such. 
Eventually the bridge just became too dangerous for anything and was demolished. 
For some years after that, some remains of the suspension cables could be seen 
lying on the sides of the road just where it now comes to an end. These became 
progressively buried or otherwise slowly disappeared over the years and I think it 
would be hard to find any such remains now. 

Onepuhi Bridge 
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SOME ODD PICTURES FROM MARTON’S PAST 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That’s all folks.   Rod and the committee 

Marton District High 
School Assembly Hall – 

“Going” 
& The new 

Memorial Hall – 
“Coming” 

Inside Charlie Lound’s 
Plumber’s Shop 

A Very Busy Marton 
Railway Station 


