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NEWSLETTER JUNE 2012

News and views

New Committee Forges Ahead
After a successful AGM, we have elected a new president, Rodwynn 
Smith.  Read more about Rod’s interests and background on page 
three, and in the attached supplement.  Other Committee members 
include Pat Hayman, who was re-elected as Treasurer, Rebecca Tayler 
who has moved into the Vice-President role, Kylie Searle who has 
taken on the Secretary role.  Other Committee members include Peter 
Saywell, Maureen Velvin, Diana Howard, and a warm welcome back to 
Margaret Evans.  Jim Howard continues in the role of Patron.

Rangitikei Heritage Weekend Draws Interest
On 19 & 20 of May all the Museums in the District opened their doors 
to showcase their collections.  The Marton Historical Society had good 
interest, with a steady stream of visitors through the buildings.

Once again, there were a number of people commenting that they 
didn’t realise what we had, or that we even existed!  We also had 
members of the local Jaguar car club come to visit.  The other 
museums also had some good interest, and those who took managed 
to also visit other museums in the District enjoyed their travels 
immensely!

Time to Get Busy!
The Marton Historical Society is planning a series of events as we head 
towards the end of the year.  This includes the wooden toy car rally 
(and pie contest), the Frae Ona celebrations, and a stall at Market 
Day.  We would love to have your help with some of these events, and 
have lots of little jobs that need to be ticked off.  If you can lend a 
hand for half an hour, a morning or a day, please get in touch.

Celebrating 60 years
Congratulations to Queen Elizabeth II for a remarkable 60 year reign 
on the throne.  Best wishes from the Marton Historical Society.

  

Calendar of 
Events 2012

Bi-Monthly Gathering
Tuesday 12 June, 2pm
Come and meet the new MHS 
President.

Where: Marton Historic Society, 
Wellington Rd

Wooden Toy Car Rally
September 2012
It is time again to dust off those 
workshop tools, as the Marton 
Historical Society prepares to host the 
2nd Annual Wooden Toy Car Rally.  
More details available soon!

Frae Ona Park Golden Jubilee
Saturday 15 December 2012
Frae Ona Park

SPONSORSHIP
Sponsor our newsletter!  
Only $20 per issue.
We’ll include a mention of you on 
every page.
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SOCIETY updates

Thanks to our volunteers
Once again, it has been another busy month or two of research. 
A big thanks to everyone 
who keeps our files in 
order and the requests for 
research under control…

 Maureen

 Franklin

 Margaret

 Lynne

 Kylie

Thanks to all of the volunteers who assisted with Rangitikei Heritage 
weekend so that we could have the village open all weekend.  A 
special thanks to Maureen for hosting the tour of the Jaguar Car Club 
for us.

Buildings progress
The clean up is continuing in the Barn, and we are looking to get a 
few minor repairs completed by the end of the year – such as 
replacing the door to the Newspaper room.  We also are looking to 
make space in the Archives Room for the newspapers, so that they 
are stored in a place better suited to their long term preservation.

Swaps and Loans
We are looking at partnering with other museums in the District to 
swap, loan and rotate items in our respective collections.  This means 
that when we want to do a feature display, we can not only use 
some of our wonderful memorabilia, but also add to it with some 
items from the other museums, so that each time it can be a little bit 
different.

Society membership
Thank you to everyone who has paid their subscriptions for the 
2012/2013 year.  If you haven’t already, this is a gentle reminder that 
they are now due.

Donations and sponsorship
We have put in an application for the next round of funding for the Dudding Trust and are finalizing 
our COGs application (Dept of Internal Affairs).  If anyone else is aware of funds we should be 
applying for, please let us know.

HELP WANTED
Do you have any of the 
following items that you 
could donate to the Society?

 Eiderdown for double bed 

 Bassinet sheets and 
blankets

 Matching bedside tables

 Lowboy chest of drawers 
for adults bedroom

 Kitchen shelves

 What-not display rack

 Display rack (suitable for 
holding pamphlets) 

STORAGE
Do you know of some free, 
secure space (e.g. garage, 
spare room, office, shed)?  

We need to store some of our 
collections off-site.  Please 
ask around your friends, 
family and contacts, and let 
us know!
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

We have a new Committee in place, and meet on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm.  All members are welcome to 
attend Committee meetings.  For the list of committee members, 
please see page 1.

Introducing Rodwynn Smith - President
        
Rod was born in Marton, and has spent the majority of his life here, 
with the only exception being his move to Christchurch to complete 
his studies.  He fondly remembers many of the early industries in the 
town, and could tell you a thing or two about what used to be where, 
and by whom.

Rod also spent some time working locally, for Electro-Magnetic 
Products Ltd and Production Engineering Company.  Latterly he 
worked for a charitable trust, and has very recently retired.  

We look forward to his Presidency of the Society for 2012/13!

FRAE ONA GOLDEN JUBILEE Dec 2012

Are you an old boy of Marton Jaycees?  Do you know how to organise a grand 
party?

We are looking to form an organising group and recruit a merry band of helpers to 
run the Frae Ona Park Golden Jubilee.  With everyone pitching in and helping just a 
little, we will be able to hold an event for Marton to be proud of.  If you can lend a 
hand, please get in touch with Pat on 327 6063.

We plan to party like it’s 1962!  

You can get started by: 

 locating those sequined jumpsuits 

 practising crooning like Elvis

 growing sideburns that nearly reach your chin

 Polishing up those roller skates and taking a spin round the block

 Grabbing a cheap knock-off reproduction of Andy Warhol’s can of soup.

Or, if it’s easier, you can either jump on the organising committee or just join in the 
festivities on the day…

MARTON AND 
DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Membership application

�  Individual ($20)

�  Couple or family ($30)

�  Junior - school age ($10)

Name:

Address:

Contact phone number:

Attach payment and send to:
Attn: Membership Officer
Marton and District Historical Society
PO Box 117
Marton 4741

Membership benefits include:
 Bi-monthly newsletter
 Access to Museum Archives
 Free entry to Museum Invites to 

all society events and activities 
 Afternoon heritage talks
 Complimentary information 

about the local area
 Access to heritage training 

courses
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A Little bit of history
From the Marton and District Historical Society Archives

It’s a Gas!

In August 1901, the Marton Borough Council acquired the land on 
which the Marton Memorial Hall (and the Historical Society) now 
stands.  The land was bought from Mr Edwin Mossman, the then 
Prinicipal of Marton School, for the development of the Marton
Municipal Gasworks.

The site was 
developed into a 
gasworks by the 
Zajonskowski Brothers, 
and a reticulated 
system of pipes was 
laid to provide gas to 
private homes and 
businesses.  Up until 
the gasworks was 
built, people had been 
relying on wood fires 
and coal ranges to do 
their cooking and 
heating, but gas shepherded in a new era of reliability and ease.

When electricity arrived in Marton in 1924, it initially did little to 
dent the popularity of gas – in fact, demand for supply was strong 
enough in the mid-1930’s to early 1940’s for the profits from the works to be directed into other 
ventures.  

Lack of maintenance and the cost of infrastructural upgrades in the early 1950’s spelled the demise 
of the gasworks, with them being shut down at the end of 1955 after several years of being 
unprofitable.  The plant and buildings were removed, with the first of two holders being removed 
around 1957.  The removal of the second, a 40-ton gasometer in 1960, made way for the 
construction of the new Marton RSA and Citizens Memorial Hall.

Gas was once again made available in the District in the early 1980’s with the supply coming from 
the Kapuni gasworks in Taranaki.  There was some discussion about making a connection to the 
Maui gas supply fed through Palmerston North in 1973, but Council decided against taking up this 
offer from the Palmerston North City Council.

Would you like to see your family or business featured here?  
Contact Rebecca on 327 7288 or email martonhist@ihug.co.nz

FESTIVAL of LIGHTs

Sarah McDonald, Mayoress of 
Marton had the honour of 
switching on the gas powered 
town lighting system that lit up the 
main shopping area in Marton.

On 15 August 1902, festivities 
were held to mark the official 
opening of the town gas supply.  

A ball was held, and supper was 
provided by local caterer John 
Nicol.  The lights were officially 
switched on by the Mayoress 
during the evening at the Ball.

The supply of gas was a boon for 
local householders who up until 
that point had needed to rely on 
paraffin and kerosene lamps, and 
foul smelling mutton fat candles 
for illumination.  Gas provided a 
far more pleasant way to light 
ones way in the dark.
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Rodwynn Smith – Some early history

I am honoured to have been recently elected as President of your Historical Society. Let me tell you 
a little about myself.

I was born in the old maternity home in Hunia St, and have lived within 5 miles of Marton all my life 
– apart from 4 years worth of term times at the University of Canterbury – a most famous institution 
from whence came world famous Earnest Rutherford and William Pickering.

I am a member of the New Zealand Founders Society, being descended from an immigrant, one 
Thomas Richardson, who landed, with his family, from the good ship “Arab” on Petone beach in 
1841. These early settlers, landing from the ship’s boats, camped in tents and huts on the shore 
until buildings could be erected.

Earlier, Thomas’s father left his farming in Kent for a spell, to have crack at Britain’s enemy –
Napoleon. He was on board one of Nelson’s ships which left Sheerness on 1st August 1801 to 
bombard Boulogne harbour.

Others of the Richardson family were also seafaring men and some of them were on Nelson’s ships 
at the Battle of Trafalgar on 21st October 1805. Thomas wasn’t born until 23rd September 1802; so 
presumably he wasn’t personally involved in the battle.

Thomas’s granddaughter, Annie Richardson, married my Great-Grandfather, Herbert Knigge, who 
was Clerk to the Marton Borough from 1907 for a good many years. Knigge Avenue in Wellington is 
named after his father.

My Grandfather, Arthur Parkinson worked for Bryce & Co in what is now called “the Old Granary” 
building. The offices had gas lamps.

My Uncle was Russell Parkinson; famously known as “Scoop” because he was the Marton reporter 
for the Wanganui Chronicle for about a zillion years, and made it his business to know everything 
that was going on around the place.

When I was young, we used to go down to the railway station on Sunday nights to meet the bus that 
had come from Wanganui, so that it could take back the sports results to the Chronicle ready for 
Monday’s edition.

I was a foundation pupil of the new Rangitikei College in 1958 and received the Dux prize from the 
school 5 years later.
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Rodwynn Smith – Some early history (continued)

My wife, Sandra, now sadly passed away, joined the Marton Historical Society some years ago, and I followed 
her to several meetings in the days when Paul Melody ran things, but on the whole I found Founders 
meetings & outings more interesting at that time.

My early days in Marton included such activities as running up and down all the levels of the Henderson Bros 
flour mill (wow! What would OSH have to say about that these days? There were whizzing belts and wheels 
everywhere). The old second basement level was full of abandoned machinery and dark cobwebs. Peter 
Jackson could have made a superb horror film down there.
Only once did one of the Hendersons suggest we didn’t play with a particular thing – they said it was a 
cyanide poisoning machine. But we survived – and I think we are better for it. Not coddled – not relying on 
Nanny State to tell us what we can and can’t do every minute of the day.

For a while I lived in Wellington Rd just south of the railway line during the week. All trains heading for the 
station gave two loud whistle blasts as they travelled between the two bridges – presumably to let the 
station know they were coming. The Mail train from New Plymouth would come through every day just after 
lunch, pistons pumping, absolutely flat out. What a sight! Sometimes the overnight trains from Auckland 
would come through in mid-afternoon having come via Whangamomona – “Mangaweka/Taihape line 
blocked by slips again”.

We made rafts from timber in the MSD storage sheds behind where the Chenille factory was later (now, in 
turn, also gone) and floated around on the stagnant pools in the “Tute” always nervous about perhaps being 
bitten by “crawlies” in the water.  We tricycled/bicycled to school – unescorted – we’re still here.

Bullies were a problem at school even back then. I always harboured a fantasy about one of those types 
applying to me for a job or favours in later life – and taking extreme pleasure in telling them to go to hell.

I think it could be argued that an essential characteristic of a good Historical Society member is a long 
elephant style memory. Mine doesn’t go back beyond about 1950, but I remember what seemed like the 
whole population dancing in Broadway (the Hokey Tokey). I remember the Victory Milk bar, Downs’ radio 
shop, Lloyds’ ladies & gentlemen’s outfitting business, with its fascinating multi-drawer cash register, two 
green-grocers (Joe Yin & Joe Chong), and other food shops now displaced by the supermarkets.

A yummy meat pie was sixpence and it was possible to get a hot-dog and chips for three pence. Entrance to 
the “pictures” at the Civic Theatre was nine pence (although after a while that only got you the front three 
rows, with the rest of downstairs going up to a shilling). Cinema seats had a special “entertainment tax” on 
them in those days. These days we can entertain ourselves watching Parliament on Freeview.

The gas works (where the Memorial Hall now is) was a fascinating place – a veritable Hades with its ovens 
emitting fire and smoke, and at nearby Holders soft drink factory, if their door was open, one could watch 
their marvellous machine filling and capping fizz drink bottles.

After 1963, my employment periods at Electro-Magnetic Products Ltd and Production Engineering Co at the 
dawn of the computer age, could fill a book on its own. But that’s another story.




