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NEWSLETTER September 2018 
news and views 
 
Annual General Meeting 
This year’s Annual general meeting was held on Tuesday 17th July. It 
was a lively meeting with 31 people attending. Rod Smith was voted in 
as president for another year, along with the Committee and other 
officers. We are pleased to say we gained four new members that 
afternoon, a new committee member, and a new volunteer. Our 
Committee now comprises:- 
President Rod Smith, Secretary Kylie Searle, Treasurer Pat Hayman, 
Committee Sharon McKandry, Elaine and Peter Saywell, Maureen 
Velvin, Kathryn Wick, Francis Wilson.  Jim Howard remains as our 
Patron. 
After the official business we had a very interesting talk given by Roz 
Grant on Turakina History. This was all followed by afternoon tea. 
 
Crafts Alive Weekend 
We opened the Cottage and Museum on the weekend of 25th and 26th 
August to coincide with the Crafts Alive weekend in the Memorial Hall. 
It was fairly quiet both mornings but we had a fair number of visitors 
later in the day.  We had 21 visitors on Saturday and about 17 on the 
Sunday. Thank you to our helpers who gave their time that weekend. 
 
New Concrete 
We have started to spruce up around the Marton Historical Village. 
Thanks to a wonderful group of guys, Peter Saywell, Graeme 
McKandry, Bryan Gibbs, Terry Ellery and Francis Wilson who have 
concreted outside the front of the barn. They spent a few days 
prepping and preparing the area for concreting before having the 
concrete poured; this now makes the area safe and visually better. 
Also thank you to the RDC for their continued support. Finally a big 
thank you to Andrew Morriss for coming and completing the job to a 
finished standard, it now looks amazing.  
 

 

Calendar of 
2018 

 
 

Members Meeting 
The Members meeting will be 
held on the 18th of September 
at 2pm at the archives room. 
The Theme is Memorabilia 
and tales of old Marton. Bring 
along anything you can add to 
the afternoon. 

 

 

☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺ 
 

To see old newsletters visit 
our website at:  
 “tinyurl.com/martonhist” 
 

QR CODE FOR WEBSITE 
 
 

 
 
 
Sponsor our newsletter! 
Only $20 per issue. 
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The concrete workers enjoy a cuppa 

 
RESEARCH 
The research completed since the last news letter has been on:- 
An email from Lauchie Mclean who requested information on “Springrove” in Williamson Line. 
Home of John McLean. 
An email from Trevor Rush in England, who wanted information on Eli Goodrum. Eli’s home was at 
Kauri Cottage in Stewart St built in 1876. It is still called Kauri Cottage. 
An email from Chris Day enquiring after his ancestors Arnold and Hannah Bartlett (nee Day) from 
the Hunterville area. 
A visit from Brian Mosen re his family, Charles Nicol of Nicol Bakery in Broadway. As in the photo 
shown below.  This was established in 1867, and when Charles died in 1887 his son John took over. 
A week later Bede Fahey enquired after her Great Great Grandmother Janet Nicol, daughter of 
Charles Nicol.  Janet was married to John Aitken, a long term Marton resident. 
Lisa Smith, from London, enquired after Eric and Nancy White of Whites Garage which was in 
North Broadway for many years. She was pleased with the photo that we sent her of the garage, 
and information on her family. Their daughter was Barbara Smith (married to Vernon Smith). 
Barbara now resides in the South Island. 
 

 
The Nicol Bakery 
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INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC 
Looking back 100 years to 1918, Marton was experiencing the outbreak of the influenza epidemic 
spreading throughout the country. The Mayor, Mr F.C Wilson, quickly called a meeting and an 
Emergency Committee was formed. Many offered their services, doctors, nurses and citizens as 
helpers to care for the sick. The Druids Hall (now where St Francis Bowling is) was a quarantine 
hospital with Mrs Kitcat as matron, the Salvation Army Hall (now Marton Players) was set up as a 
morgue for those who passed away, the Patriotic Shop for medical supplies, food and all 
requirements for patients being nursed in their homes and the Technical school in High St where 
all types of food were delivered and volunteers prepared meals to be delivered by Salvation Army 
persons. An inhaling chamber was setup at the Railway Station, Public buildings e.g. hotels, 
theatre, library and all schools were closed and fumigated. By mid November at the peak of the 
epidemic serious cases in hospital were 35, 28 were treated in homes and 17 had passed away. 
The epidemic was gradually dying out in December and public buildings were opening for 
Christmas. The children did not return to school until February 1919. There are many stories of the 
wonderful work by doctors, nurses and volunteers, the strain it took on their families, and the sad 
stories of family losses.  

Rod’s Reminiscences 

Made in New Zealand 

Until about 1985 we were all told, over and over, that New Zealand could not afford 
to let people buy whatever they wanted from overseas “because where would the 
overseas funds come from?” It was impossible to buy a new car unless one was 
sufficiently super rich to rort the system or bribe a dealer. Gas bulbs for soda 
siphons were practically impossible to buy — most people will have their own 
stories about what wasn’t available. How often we heard “Oh we can’t get those – 
they’re imported”. 

Teenagers would go down to the Post Office each day to buy their allowed daily 
ration of one 5 shilling British Postal Note, so they could eventually order a “car-
coat” from Hong Kong. When I travelled to Expo ’70 in Japan, I was allowed to take 
no more than $20 NZ cash in my pocket — and if I had somehow taken more than 
that, I wouldn’t have been allowed to bring more than $20 back with me. 

There was a government scheme of “Import Licensing”. This included a system 
whereby importers were given a “base licence” each year to import more or less 
the same type and amount of stuff they imported last year – or sometimes 
amounts would be increased or decreased by a decreed percentage depending on 
the Government’s mood. So each business spread its expected costs, plus its 
desired profits for the year, over the amount of goods they could import. This told 
them the price for which to sell those goods in order to keep their business running. 
There was little need to keep costs down (or quality up) because often no-one else 
had an import licence for those same goods, hence there was little competition. 

So, as a rule, everything was expensive and poor quality (if you could get it at all). I 
bought some bar stools on which the welding looked like it had been done by an 
untrained school kid as an after school job. They kept breaking. I could have done 
better myself. Cars certainly didn’t come with 3 to 5 year warranties and a typical 
21 inch colour TV cost around $2000 (in 1975 – that’s nearly $19,000 in today’s 
money), and you were lucky if it went much more than a year without repairs. Who 
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would want to go back to those days? Certainly, if New Zealand had not joined the 
modern world, most pensioners today would not have 32 inch colour TVs or 
microwave ovens. 

Looking back on my early years of gainful employment, I’m totally ashamed of some 
of the rubbish that we turned out, but customers had nowhere else to go – they 
had to put up with it. Strangely enough, some marketing campaigns today still tout 
“hand made” as a virtue for all things. If cars for example were “hand made”, not 
only would they be prohibitively expensive, but maintaining and repairing them 
would also be horribly expensive because all hand made things are at least slightly 
different. Only with machine mass production can you guarantee that all copies of a 
particular spare part will be the same and will fit your car without individual 
modification. 

My Father went his whole life believing the government mantra about the “lack of 
overseas funds”, but when New Zealand opened up its borders and floated its 
currency the sky did not fall in. Manufactured electrical and mechanical items are 
now relatively cheap and reliable. Some things still don’t last a particularly long 
time or can’t easily be repaired, but mostly these are relatively cheap to replace 
compared with older times. Think about replacement toaster elements, shoe repair 
kits and bicycle tire puncture kits. They’re pretty rare or non-existent, because 
they’re not needed any more, or whole new appliances are cheaper anyway. 

 
Ford Escort (1970s) 

 

 
Phillips K9 Television (1970s) 

Our continued thanks go to 
TK Security who look after 
our buildings for us. 


