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NEWSLETTER APRIL 2011
News and views

All the fun of the fair!
The Marton and District Historical 
Society did some successful 
fundraising at the St Stephen’s 
Church fair in early March.  A 
good turn out of members were 
there to help with the stall.  
Thanks to everyone who provided 
baking, plants or crafts to sell –
we appreciate your support.

Oh yes, it’s that time again…
The Marton and District Historical Society AGM is upon us, and is set 
down for 4 May 2011.  We need a new President as Trevor is retiring.

This means you need to talk to your sons, daughters, grandchildren, 
friends and neighbours about the Society.  How can you convince 
them to join?  How about this…

 The best part about joining the Society is being allowed to 

have a good look at what we actually have here.  It is the best 
kind of treasure hunt, it is a whole lot more interesting than 
you’d ever expect.  (Trust me, I was surprised myself!)

 We don’t expect to take up a lot of your time, but we are good 
company.  So you might just find yourself “just popping in for a 
look”, and still reading through the old newspapers hours later 
about the scandals of 1904! 

 We like to have fun, and we are not all old.  But the oldies and 
the young ones get on really well too, and we have something 
to suit all ages (from our youngest member who is 2½ to our 
oldest member…whose age we won’t mention…but lets just 
say that its higher than 80).

 We’re progressive.  That is, we are always beetling around 
doing something, whether it is here at the archives, or in the 
cottage, barn or gaol or out in the community, at the fair, 
festival or market day.  We were even in the Xmas parade!

 We’ve got some great ideas that need some people to help put 

into action.  We also welcome great ideas from anyone!

We are asking for all members to ask at least three people.  If there is 
only one thing you can do for the Society this year, then this is it.

Membership fees per year $20 (adult) $10 (children) or $30 (family). 

Calendar of 
Events 2011

Rangitikei Heritage Meeting
Wednesday 13 April, 4pm
Where: Hunter’s Café, Hunterville
This is a meeting where all local 
historical societies get together 
and talk about what they are 
doing, and share useful 
information.

Marton and District 
Historical Society Annual 
General Meeting
Wednesday 4 May, 7.30pm 
Where: Marton Historical 
Society Archives Room, 
Wellington Road, Marton

Rangitikei Heritage Day
Wednesday 18 May 2011
14-15 & 21-22 May Open Days
All museums in the District are 
putting displays on about their 
town.  It will be a great time to 
visit us and learn something new!

The Society will be creating a display titled 
“Marton Has It”.  This will be loosely based 
on an exhibition originally put together in 
the 1960’s.  See page four of this newsletter 
for more details of the original event.

Newsletter kindly sponsored 
this month.  Thanks!
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Committee updates

Buildings progress
The Cottage – We are still on the hunt for furniture for the Cottage, 
and will be buying some suitable pieces (wardrobes, chest of drawers 
and tables) over the next couple of months to put in the Cottage.  We 
will then be moving the clothing into the Cottage from the Barn.

The Barn – We are in the 
process of refitting the 
Barn, and have started 
with the Workshop Room.  
We have lined the walls 
with paneling, and are 
hanging and labeling the 
items as we find out what 
they are, and other 
interesting things about 
them.

Current progress in the Barn, 
with the picture of Mr 
Snellgrove taking pride of 
place in the workshop

Our Committee
President - Trevor Evans Patron - Jim Howard
Committee:  Margaret Evans, Diana Howard, Rebecca Tayler, Peter 
Saywell, Kylie Searle

As mentioned earlier, Trevor is stepping down from the President’s 
role at the AGM.  All of the officers roles will become vacant at the 
AGM, as Margaret (Treasurer) and Diana (Secretary) have signaled 
their intention’s to not carry on in these roles.  If you would like an 
idea of what any of these roles require, please contact one of the 
committee members above, and we are currently working up a role 
description of each role at the moment (and will have it available at 
the AGM). 

The newsletters will continue to be written by the current team.

HELP WANTED
Do you have any of the 
following items that you 
could donate to the Society?

 Eiderdown for double bed 

 Bassinet sheets and 
blankets

 Matching bedside tables

 Chest of drawers for each 
bedroom

 Organ stool

 Kitchen shelves

 What-not display rack

 Large desk

 Display rack (suitable for 
holding pamphlets) 

STORAGE
Do you know of some free, 
secure space (e.g. garage, 
spare room, office, shed)?  

We need to store some of our 
collections off-site.  Please 
ask around your friends, 
family and contacts, and let 
us know!

SPONSORSHIP
Sponsor our newsletter!  
Only $20 per issue.
We’ll include a mention of 
you on every page.

Newsletter kindly sponsored 
this month.  Thanks!
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SOCIETY updates

Society membership
Membership remains steady, so we would be grateful if this 
newsletter was spread widely so that new members are 
encouraged to join us.

Subs reminder
If you have not paid your membership fee for this year, it is now 
well overdue.  Please check with us if you are unsure whether 
you are up-to-date.  

Donations
We are doing the next round of applications to the major 
funders, and hope to have some positive news to report back 
over the next few months.  We thank everyone who donates 
their time or money to the Society for their ongoing generosity. 

Collections and memorabilia
We haven’t received any offers of help yet for cataloging our 
collection.  Surely someone has an hour a week or a fortnight 
that they could spare to help us…?  We will supply the gear and 
training.  You don’t need to have any particular skills or 
expertise…and is it likely that you know more about the 
collection than we do!

Visits to the Archives
We have been pretty low on visitors to the museum, but we are 
being inundated with queries for our archives records.  We 
think this is partly because of the power of the internet – it is so 
easy to search for things nowadays, and we have a good list of 
what we have available up on the Community Archives website 
run by Archives New Zealand.  

When is the Cottage open?
If you get asked this question, the answer is “on request”.  We 
don’t currently have a regular opening time, but as we build up 
our society membership, we hope to be open at least every 
second weekend throughout the year.

MARTON AND 
DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Membership application

�  Individual ($20)

�  Couple or family ($30)

�  Junior - school age ($10)

Name:

Address:

Contact phone number:

Attach payment and send to:
Attn: Membership Officer
Marton and District Historical Society
PO Box 117
Marton 4741

Membership benefits include:
 Bi-monthly newsletter
 Access to Museum Archives
 Free entry to Museum Invites to 

all society events and activities 
 Afternoon heritage talks
 Complimentary information 

about the local area
 Access to heritage training 

courses

Newsletter kindly sponsored 
this month.  Thanks!
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A Little bit of history
From the Marton and District Historical Society Archives

Let him go, let him Tarry…

Tom Tarry was born in 1888 in 
England.  Mr Tarry worked in the 
Vickers Armament Factory in 
Sheffield, England before arriving in 
Marton in 1913.

Shortly after arriving, Mr Tarry 
began work for Joe Warring, a 
Traction Engine Contractor.  In the 
early 1900’s there were about a 
dozen traction engine operators in Marton.  Later, Mr Tarry was to 
work for Joe Saunders when Mr Warring sold his business.

Working in the threshing gang harvesting wheat and oats, Mr Tarry’s 
job was sewing the bags closed.  His skill was so great that he could 
sew 60 sacks an hour - 1 every minute!  The gangs worked 12 hour 
days in the intense heat of the Rangitikei summer, and days off were 
rare when there was harvesting work to be done.  The going rate was 
about one shilling an hour (10 cents).

The gang wasn’t paid any travel time either, and it was usual for Mr 
Tarry to cycle over 100 miles per week between different jobs and 
home.   This was made harder after sustaining an injury in 1920, 
which resulted in him cycling with a stiff leg for the next 15 or so 
years in the job.

Between the harvesting seasons Mr Tarry worked with the gangs 
which created the road deviations at Greatford and Gower’s Hill 
during the early 1930’s, and at the RNZAF Air Base at Ohakea doing 

drainlaying prior to World War 2.  Mr Tarry later worked for 
Rangitikei County Council’s roading team, usually tasked with 
clearing slips that blocked the County’s roads.

Mr Tarry was known for being a cheery fellow and a talented 
gardener.  He spent many years happily married to Florence, and 
they had one daughter Mabel (who later became Mrs Mabel 
Gordon).  Mr Tarry died in Marton in 1982 and was 94 years old.

Would you like to see your family or business featured here?  
Contact Margaret on 327 7493 or email martonhist@ihug.co.nz

“MARTON HAS IT” 
EXHIBITION AT SHOW

2 February 1960

In an endeavour to arouse further 
interest in Marton shopowners to 
use the show as a means of 
advertising, the Marton Rotary 
Club this year has created a special 
“Marton Has It” exhibition.  Many 
of the town’s businesses will be 
represented and the feature will 
show the public that what they 
require is obtainable in their own 
district town without going 
outside to the larger cities.

Many months of canvassing have 
gone into this project, and with 
the backing of the shops, the 
exhibition should prove most 
successful.  The public has a 
responsibility to patronise the 
firms which display their wares.  
There is a lot of time and labour 
involved in arranging even the 
smallest display.

The “Marton Has It” exhibition will 
be open day and night and will be 
illuminated for the evening show, 
when farmers should have more 
time to look the displays over.

The trade exhibitions will again be 
represented, showing everything 
literally from the kitchen sink to 
the milk separators and from the 
luxury car to the farm tractor.  
Farming machinery will also hold 
pride of place on some stands.

Newsletter kindly sponsored 
this month.  Thanks!




