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NEWSLETTER March 2015

News and views

Members’ Meeting

Our Members’ meeting on 10th February consisted of an 
informal get-together with the village being open for 
inspection and a wide ranging discussion afterwards 
about various exhibits and newspaper records. There 
were 11 people altogether – 7 members and 3 visitors – a 
few less than might have been, had our scheduled 
meeting not had competition from a funeral in town.

We flew our New Zealand flag in about the strongest 
breeze it had experienced so far, but the weather was 
warm and sunny. Recent changes to be inspected 
included the newly painted inside of the barn doors, the 
flour mill logo stencils remounted on new white card in 
the workshop, and the sock knitting machine recently 
moved from upstairs in the cottage to a more realistic 
place in the kitchen. The visitors were keen to see 
everything and commented that more visits would be 
necessary to take it all in. At one point a satisfying jingly 
noise was heard coming from the vicinity of the donation 
box.

Two visitors showed firm interest in joining as members, 
and the other one offered to help sometime with 
anything we wanted – but perhaps especially with 
identifying some of the miscellaneous tools sitting 
upstairs in the workshop.

THE WORKING BEE

First of all a great big thank you to Kathryn, Lynne, Brian, 
Maureen, Rod and Elaine for their hard work at the 
Working Bee on 25th January.

Maureen had a good sort out of the Archives Room 
which made it look bigger by the end of the morning. 
(Thank you Diana for taking away all of those boxes of books).

Kathryn headed for the cottage armed with bucket, cloths, feather duster and 
vacuum cleaner. Wow…what a difference that made. Brian decided that the Barn 
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needed some TLC and apart from a general sweep and tidy, he ended up painting 
the doors, so now when they are open for visitors they are shiny and white. I was 
so pleased to see Lynne as she joined me in cleaning and re-organising the Fox 
Room. It was great to get rid of all of those cobwebs and dead bugs, and make the 
displays look neat again. (Thanks Maureen for the new calico).

Even though it was a very hot day, Elaine still came to sort out the front garden. 
What with the newly mown lawn, it is looking neat and tidy again.

Rod tackled the workshop, putting up pictures and re-arranging the stencils.

Thanks also to Rod for being our general “gopher”. Getting rid of rubbish, making 
new signs, mending stuff, moving this and that — we kept him busy all day.

Here’s to the next one ????   Thanks again.  Pat.

Invitation

Bulls museum is holding an official opening of the Mounted Rifles (featuring Bess) 
WW1 exhibition on Saturday the 18th of April at 11am at the Bulls museum 81 high 
St. RSVP by the 31st of March by email bulls.museum@gmail.com.

“Commemorating Local Marton WW1 Soldiers” Display

Members are currently gathering information and stories of our local service 
people who served in WW1. This display of our Marton service people will be on 
show for a month opening on the 4th of August at Valhalla Cinema. Any persons 
interested in offering information or participating in collating this display of 
Marton history during WW1 is welcome to contact the society. Phone 3276899 or 
Maureen 3276104.

Research

Recently, Delphine (nee Holder) and Brendon Lynskey visited to research the 
Holder family. In 1914 Mr Frank Holder Snr opened a soft drink factory on the site 
of today’s McVerry Crawford car sales yard. Later he moved into a new modern 
factory on Wellington Rd, on the site of the now Pensioner Flats. Mr Frank Holder 
Jnr continued the soft drink business until it closed in 1960. The factory and family 
homestead were later demolished and then the Borough Council established the 
first six pensioner units which opened in 1971. The Holder family were a very 
musical family; Mr Frank Snr played the cornet, Annie the piano, Nora the 
mandolin and Frank Jnr the violin. Kathleen and Cushla also participated. They 
played background music to silent movies and many concerts, also patriotic ones 
during WW1.
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Rod’s Reminiscences

Voyages on the Tutaenui Stream

In the 1950s, the building just over the road from Electromagnetic Products Ltd was part of the Marton 
Sash & Door timber business. The building later became Pacific Chenille Craft’s main building and sported 
the town’s south end fire siren on its roof before the present fire station was built and the siren moved 
there.

Out the back of the Sash & Door building, between the East bank of the Tutaenui stream and Ahuru st 
were several open walled timber storage sheds. These were accessible from Ahuru st by climbing over a 
fence or two. I had a “friend” who lived in Ahuru st and who tended to lead us into some slightly 
nefarious activities.

The Tutaenui stream rarely carried any flowing water in Summer-time, it just consisted of a series of 
stagnant pools of various (& sometimes unknown) depths.

On a couple of occasions we removed a selection of planks from the sheds, carried them to the edge of 
one of the larger pools and assembled them in a criss-cross pattern to make a “raft”. On this we 
attempted to sail out into the middle of the pool.

Unfortunately, it turned out that such a construction tends to drift itself apart into its component pieces 
unless they are lashed or otherwise held together — which of course, our raft was not. The inevitable 
result (both times) was more of a splashing adventure than a sailing one.

Interestingly enough though, it wasn’t any fear of drowning or similar that was uppermost in our minds 
as our craft dissembled itself. No! It was stories of what was reputed to live in the pools of that stream —
“Crawlies” (presumably the local variety of fresh-water crayfish).

The question was: “How big were their pincers and how hard could they bite if a bare foot happened to 
intrude into their territory?”

Correction:

In the printed version of our December 2014 newsletter, computer gremlins managed to 
lose the last page (page 4), thus losing, among other things, a very important point about 
how a milking machine performed under power failure conditions. The last two 
paragraphs of Rod’s Reminiscences should have read like this:

The engine was later used as an emergency power source for the milking machine during Sunday 
afternoon, and other frequent power cuts. It actually drove the milking machine shaft backwards, but 
everything worked on pistons that went up and down anyway, so that didn’t seem to matter too much 
for short periods. Try that sort of shenanigans with modern electronic machines and see how you get on!

A young child obviously sometimes witnesses things they don’t really understand. One occasion involved 
a neighbour who was a bit of a rough character – and obviously a bit of a show-off. He was 
demonstrating some sort of farming procedure that I certainly didn’t understand. Only many tens of 
years later did it dawn on me that he was castrating a lamb – with his teeth — were these really “the 
good old days”?

The electronic, e-mailed and some printed versions of the newsletter were correct.

View our website (including old 
newsletters) on http://martonhist.ml
or http://tinyurl.com/martonhist

Might not work on dialup.
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“Rangitikei Remembers” — a World War One commemorative project
from the Rangitikei Heritage Group.

A project to produce a DVD containing audio-visual stories of World War 1 from six 
towns in Rangitikei was begun over two years ago. It involved each area deciding 
on two suitable stories about their area, gathering matching photographs from 
their archives and writing an accompanying narrative script.

The narratives on the disk were recorded by local people in a studio in Wanganui 
and background music was chosen and purchased from an international library 
that supplies such things.

The project is now completed and copies of the finished DVD are available for 
purchase from committee members for $20 each. 
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