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NEWSLETTER JUNE 2019 

         news and views 
 

RANGITIKEI WEEKEND 
 
This year Rangitikei Weekend was held on Saturday 18th, and 
Sunday 19th May. This is the weekend when all five Rangitikei 
Museums, Bulls, Marton, Hunterville, Mangaweka and 
Taihape, are open both days.  We had some interesting 
visitors over the weekend, several of which came in to do 
family or house research. 

We also had a visit from Gordon Kee who gave us two large, 
very good copies of calendars from 1911 and 1916.  These 
were copied from the original calendars of Lum Kee & Co, 
Grocers, Fruiterers, Greengrocers, Confectioners, Importers 
of Chinese and Japanese Silks, Crockery, Fancy Goods and 
Fireworks etc, Broadway, Marton.  We are going to have 
them laminated and put on display.  We also had a visit from 
the Wanganui Chronicle who wrote an article on Marton 
Historical Society and Museum. Thank you to them and The 
Rangitikei District Monitor for their articles. 

Many thanks to everyone who helped run the Museum that 
weekend.  

NEXT MEMBERS MEETING 

Our next Members’ meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th 
June, at 2 pm in the Records Room. 

The speaker is yet to be organized. As usual this will be 
followed by afternoon tea and social time.  We hope to see 
you there. 

OUTING SUGGESTIONS 
I have been looking into future outings and have come up 
with several suggestions. I have put them here and would appreciate feedback at 
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the Members Meeting as to what you would all like to do. We are always keen for 
suggestions.   They will hopefully be in August, October or November, and 
February or March. 

•  A visit to Putiki Church at Wanganui, followed by afternoon tea at the Funky 
Duck at Virginia Lake. For those who would like to, you can then look around the 
Winter Gardens, or even the Lake. Or maybe just sit and enjoy the views. This has 
been taken from their brochure. 

("ST PAULS MEMORIAL CHURCH PUTIKI WHANGANUI ONE OF THE MOST 
BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED CHURCHES IN AOTEAROA")  

The church is being refurbished at present and will be re-opened in August so this 
suggestion is for the October meeting. The entrance fee will be about $10 each, 
with buy own afternoon tea. 

• A visit to Colyton Clock Museum, where there are well over three thousand 
clocks on display. This would be followed by afternoon tea at The Rose Bowl in 
Feilding.  The cost for Museum would be $4 per person, plus buy own afternoon 
tea.  As this is all indoors this could be an outing for August. 

• The third choice would be an afternoon at Maungaraupi Country Estate, 
Leedstown. 

This would be a House and Garden Tour and a full, very good, afternoon tea.  The 
cost for this would be $35 per person.  If we looked at this for February or March 
the gardens would be good to look at. 

We will be offering the usual transport of private cars. Many members have asked 
about paying petrol costs for this, but all of the drivers insist that they do not want 
anything.  

RESEARCH 

Samuel and Thomas Ward, who ran a business as a storekeeper in Crofton, in the 
WW1 years. 
 
Maungaraupi. The new owners Rita Thomson and Graeme Procter, were very 
interested in the early history and photos of the house.  
 
VISITORS 
On 11th April we welcomed our second group of visitors from Jane Winstone 
Retirement Village. They had a good look around the village, and then joined us for 
afternoon tea and social chat in the records room. It was a very pleasant 



 3 

afternoon. We look forward to their next visit.  Also on 23rd May the Marton 
Alzheimers  Group visited and had a good social morning here. 
 
When the Mail Came to Marton 
 
1866  The small settlement of Tutaenui received its mail delivery to the home of 
William and Sarah Henderson, adjacent to the Henderson Flour Mill on Wellington 
Road.  Sarah Henderson handled the mail, as the first Postmistress, from a room 
attached to their home. 
1867  Mr Bevan owned a General Store on the corner of Wellington Road and High 
Street where a Post Office was opened, and Francis Deighton became Postmaster. 
1870  A new Post Office and residence was built on the corner of High Street and  
Stewart Street, with a regular coach service delivering there.  Charles Fearon was 
appointed Postmaster.  The volume of letters and newspapers increasing with the 
arrival of new settlers. 
1896  The Post Office was destroyed by fire. A disastrous fire swept along a whole 
row of buildings in High Street which sprang up from Russell’s building business on 
the corner of Blackwell Street. 
1897  The end of this year saw the opening of a new Post Office with postal 
business increasing, and the opening of a telephone exchange. The building then 
became inadequate through the years, until 1920. 
1925 – 1927  Another new Post office.  The foundation stone for a new building 
was laid by the Hon. Gordon Coates on the corner of Broadway and Hammond 
Street. This Post Office was considered to be a grand building for postal services at 
its opening on 27th April 1927. 
1951  The growth of postal and telephone services required the building to be 
modernised and strengthened. 
1995   The Post Office was closed and nowadays we have gone the full circle with a 
Postal Services operating from other businesses. 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
We held this year’s Annual General Meeting on 16th April in the Supper Room in 
the Memorial Hall.  The Committee and Officers were voted in, and Kathryn Wick 
has kindly agreed to take on the job of Secretary.  She has taken on the post from 
Kylie Searle who has had to back down this year.  Welcome Kathryn, and thank 
you Kylie for your past services. The Committee was voted in. Present  members 
are Rod Smith (President),  Kathryn Wick (Secretary) , Pat Hayman (Treasurer), 
Committee Sharon McKandry, Elaine Saywell, Maureen Velvin and Francis Wilson. 
It was agreed that others could be co-opted during the year.  Jim Howard remains 
as Patron.    After the usual business was conducted we all enjoyed a very 
interesting talk from Barry Rankin on his life in the NZ Air Force in Fiji, with his wife 
Robin.  This was followed by afternoon tea and social time. 
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THE PAINTING OF THE COTTAGE & JAIL 

 
In May the painting of the Settlers Cottage and Jail was begun and it is looking 
really good. Apart from the preparation and painting many of the boards needed 
replacing due to rot and this was organised as well by Lennox Painting. As far as 
the cost is concerned, this has been mainly covered by grants. We have received 
$4000 from Whanganui Community Trust, $4000 promised from The Four Regions 
Trust and $2133 from RDC Community Initiative Grant.  We are still looking for the 
balance, some of which we are adding ourselves from our Bonus Saver Account.  I 
have also written to Rangitikei District Council and asked if they can help us in any 
way as we are preserving Marton’s Heritage. 

 

 
Work in Progress 
 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 
The letter shown below has gone out to various schools, clubs, organisations, 
services and individuals in the community. We are organising a 150th Anniversary 
Day to commemorate the “Day They Called it Marton” 
 
150th Anniversary of the Day that Marton was Named Marton 

 
October 7th 2019 marks the 150th Anniversary of the Day they called it Marton. 
It had been debated for nearly a year but on this date, in 1869, it was finally 
decided at a meeting of leading citizens.   That year was 100 years after James 
Cook arrived in New Zealand. They chose Marton as a name as that is where he 
was born in England. 

 
On Saturday 5th October 2019 Marton Historical Society are organising a special 
day centred around Marton Museum and Memorial Hall. 
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Apart from the Museum being open we are hoping for many local displays of 
historic skills, crafts, occupations, sports, vehicles etc. relating to Marton’s early 
history. 

 
If anyone has such skills to offer to arrange and put on show eg. Spinning, weaving, 
wheel making, old vehicles, costumes, blacksmithing entertaining etc. we will be 
very interested.  
We welcome any local schools, clubs, sporting bodies etc to participate in this day. 
We are open to suggestions. The only thing we ask is that if you are providing a 
display you arrange and organise it.  
We hope that this will be a good, fun and interesting day for Marton. 
Please contact Pat Hayman 06 327 6063 (and leave a message )   or Kathryn Wick 
06 327 8678  (evenings) 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Just a reminder, please can membership subscription be paid by end of June.  
Many Thanks. 
 
FEILDING GENEALOGY GROUP A.G.M. 
 
We were invited to speak at the Feilding Genealogy Society’s A.G.M. on 21st May.  
Rod, Maureen and Pat were warmly welcomed to Feilding Library and did a 
presentation on what we do, such as museum, visitors, buildings, special 
weekends, displays and research. We then had a question time where Maureen 
was answering research questions. The evening finished with a cuppa and social 
time, where the questions continued. We also took some of our display boards 
with us for people to peruse. We did ask if they would like to come and speak at 
one of our meetings. 
 
STORAGE OF PHOTOS 
 
We are at present storing photos onto a hard drive, which is being backed up 
monthly by Rod, so that we have a good source for reference, and also for safety.  
Kylie has been working on this for the last year with the assistance of volunteer 
Solomon. Solomon is now coming in and continuing the job and is really enjoying 
this. He has also talked to us about taking on helping with the Newsletter.    

 
 
Rod’s Reminiscences 

Water (& Gas) 
Until the late 1950s, Marton got the bulk of its water from what is now called the 
Number 2 Dam at Upper Tutaenui. What I think is the old Number 1 Dam, is visible 
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on Google Maps satellite view. It is about 1 km West of Tutaenui Rd at the end of a 
drive located beside Number 10 Tutaenui Rd. 
A shed which is beside the entrance of this drive, may well be the original 
equipment shed. One day when the doors were open, I remember seeing that it 
housed large cylinders, pipes, valves and gauges. This was presumably the filtering 
and control equipment for the water from this dam which was kept functional as 
an occasional backup after the main supply began coming from Number 2. I don’t 
know when it was all decommissioned, but possibly that was after the new 
Number 3 Dam came on stream. 
At the time of the big water shortage in 1955, plans were already underway for a 
new dam at Upper Tutaenui just below the old one. When construction of this got 
underway, it soon became obvious that the road continuing on from Tutaenui Rd 
at the bottom of the hill where Galpins Rd begins, was about to disappear under 
the wall and waters of the new dam. I’m not sure what this portion of road was 
called then, but it was replaced with a new road up the hill to the West of the new 
dam and connects Tutaenui Rd to Smalls, Makuhou and Smiths Roads. It is now 
called Makuhau Rd all the way (according to the signpost there); so maybe the 
original road, now flooded, was called that too. 
It was really exciting watching the new dam wall being constructed. There were a 
couple of conventional “Carry-All” (earthmoving) machines pulled by Caterpillar 
tractors, but there was also a shiny new earthmoving machine, quite a bit bigger 
than the others and powered by two engines – one at each end. At the West end 
of the wall they built a spillway, or overflow, for the water to flow through if the 
dam got too full. This was built complete with concrete blocks cast into the 
concrete pan at the bottom for the water to crash into to dissipate its energy 
when it came roaring down the spillway chute. Meantime – in the middle of the 
wall they built a tunnel where the main water pipe would enter the lake. There 
was also what appeared to be a “plug-hole” with a little control gate operated 
from a tower built up to the surface of the water. This can be seen today, along 
with a little bridge leading out to it. 
Some years later the pond that formed at the bottom of the spillway, sometimes 
housed a goodly population of fish (probably some sort of Carp). 
In the late 1970s extra height was added to the dam to provide extra water 
storage for the Malting Plant that was built in Wings Line and opened in 1979. The 
supply of Natural Gas to this plant, from the “gateway” at the south end of 
Goldings Line, became an impetus to extend the supply to Edale Home, and 
eventually to most of Marton. 
That’s all folks.   Rod and the committee 


