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NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2012

News and views

Marton Historical Society Makers Workshops
If the kids or grandkids are looking for something to do in the first 
week of the holidays, we are running 
two makers workshops “makers 
workshops”.  For only $2, anyone can 
buy a car kit, and then come along on 
Tues 2 Oct or Thurs 4 Oct between 
10am and 12pm and make their car.  
Race day is Saturday 6 October from 
10am.  We’d love to see you come 
down and support the event, it is a 
great thing to watch.

Te Papa Application Successful
A few months back we applied for a strategic projects grant from Te 
Papa and another grant from the Council so that we could have a 
brochure and a volunteers handbook for all our local community 
museums (Taihape to Bulls).  We are delighted to say that both of our 
applications have been successful, so it is a project we’ll be working 
on over the next year.  We are part of the Rangitikei Heritage Group, 
which includes all the museums in the Rangitikei District (Taihape, 
Mangaweka, Hunterville, Marton and Bulls).  If you want to know 
more about the application, contact Rebecca, Pat or Rodwynn.

More visits to the Historic Village
We have had a steady stream of visitors through the village over the 
last couple of months – we have hosted a mystery tour. The Morris 
Minor Club and we were also open to support the St Andrews Church 
150th celebrations.  We have also had a few visitors into the archives, 
which is a quite regular occurrence.  Please remember to let people 
know that we are happy to open for anyone who wants to come 
through and have a look.

Frae Ona planning underway
Please remember to save the date of 15 December for the Frae Ona 
park celebrations.  If you can help us out with some home baking on 
the day, that would be appreciated.  We are going to get the plaque 
inscribed shortly – and this will be unveiled on the day to commemorate 50 years of Frae Ona Park.

Calendar of 
Events 2012

Wooden Toy Car Rally 
Saturday 6 October 2012, 10am
Where: Marton Historical 
Society, Wellington Rd, Marton

Bi-Monthly Gathering
Tuesday 16 October 2012
Hear our guest speaker Richard Gow 
reflect on his experiences of Marton

Where: MHS Archives Room, 
Wellington Rd, Marton 2pm

Marton Market Day
Saturday 24 November 2012
Where: Broadway, Marton 

Frae Ona Park Golden Jubilee
Saturday 15 December 2012
Frae Ona Park, Calico Line

SPONSORSHIP
Sponsor our newsletter!  Only 
$20 per issue.



Page 2 of 4

SOCIETY updates

Thanks to our volunteers
A big thanks to all involved in helping with research, village visits and with 
keeping the village tidy.  Thanks to:

Maureen, Margaret, Heather, Franklin, Peter, Elaine, Kylie, Lynne and Pat.

Collection management
We are still on the lookout for more furniture for the Cottage.

And we also need some china before Christmas – can you help?  If so, 
please ring Margaret on 327 7493.

As always, if you know of anyone who is downsizing, moving house, or 
having a clear out of estate items please ask them to keep the Historic 
Society in mind.

Baking, making and celebrating
We are looking to have a stall at market day again this year, which is 24 
November, and hope you will support us by providing some baking, plants, 
crafts or bric-a-brac for the stall.  We would be grateful if every member 
could contribute in some way to one of the events to be held between now 
and Xmas (wooden toy car rally, market day, Frae Ona celebration). 

COMMITTEE updates

Society membership
If you haven’t already paid your subs for 2012, now is time to be sending it 
in.  We only have a couple of members who have not yet paid, so well done 
everyone for being so attentive in getting your subs in on time.

Donations and sponsorship
We have put in for funding again, and are waiting to hear from:

 Dudding Trust

 Dept of Internal Affairs for the COGS grant

Thanks to:

 Te Papa/National Services Strategic Projects grant

 Rangitikei District Council

For your support.

HELP WANTED
Do you have any of the 
following items that you 
could donate to the Society?

 Eiderdown for double bed 

 Bassinet sheets and 
blankets

 Matching bedside tables

 Lowboy chest of drawers 
for adults bedroom

 Kitchen shelves

 What-not display rack

 Display rack (suitable for 
holding pamphlets) 

STORAGE
Do you know of some free, 
secure space (e.g. garage, 
spare room, office, shed)?  

We need to store some of 
our collections off-site.  
Please ask around your 
friends, family and contacts, 
and let us know!
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ROD’s Reflections
On Good Friday in 1940, 26 express trains came through Marton station in a 
single day. These carried approximately 8,500 passengers, of which 660 
bought sit-down meals at the refreshment rooms.

A few years before, a contemporary NZ poet said: “At a rough guess, 
[Marton railway station contained] more newsboys, cups of tea and large 
ham sandwiches to the square inch than any place else in the world”. There 
were some complaints later on when it was alleged that corned beef had 
replaced ham in the sandwiches.

In the early 1950s I spent some time living in Wellington Rd just south of 
the railway line. Trains came in all sizes, but many had about 35 small four 
wheeled wagons, although occasionally the count got over 40 – and they all 
had Guard’s Vans of course. Freight trains went quite slow, most 
workmen’s jiggers were hand cranked, but an occasional motorised jigger 
would sail through. “They must be Inspectors” I was told.

Passenger trains usually went a good deal faster with their pairs of 
modernistic 4-wheeled sprung bogie wheels. The Mail train from New 
Plymouth would 
come through 
most days just 
after lunch, 
pistons pumping, 
absolutely flat 
out. What a sight! 
Sometimes the 
overnight trains 
from Auckland 
would come 
through in mid-
afternoon having 
come via Whangamomona because the Mangaweka/Taihape line was 
blocked by slips– again.

All trains heading for the station gave two loud whistle blasts as they 
travelled between the two bridges – presumably to let the station know 
they were coming. I wonder what happened if the signalman didn’t hear 
them.

Sometimes we would go down to the railway station on Sunday nights to 
meet the bus that connected Wanganui people to the Auckland Express 
train, so that the bus could take back the sports results to the Chronicle 
ready for Monday’s edition.

Part 2 of Railways will feature in the next newsletter.

MARTON AND 
DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Membership application

�  Individual ($20)

�  Couple or family ($30)

�  Junior - school age ($10)

Name:

Address:

Email:

Contact phone number:

Attach payment and send to:
Attn: Membership Officer
Marton and District Historical Society
PO Box 117
Marton 4741

Membership benefits include:
 Bi-monthly newsletter
 Access to Museum Archives
 Free entry to Museum Invites to 

all society events and activities 
 Afternoon heritage talks
 Complimentary information 

about the local area
 Access to heritage training 

courses
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A Little bit of history
From the Marton and District Historical Society Archives

For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow…

Te Matau Paranihi, locally known as Tau Paranihi was an interesting and 
colourful character who spent his early years in Marton.  His most notable 
achievement was that he was the first Maori to be awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) from King George for his actions of 
bravery on 6 August 1915.  

He singlehandedly 
managed to defeat a 
five opposing soldiers  
(turks) at Gallipoli who 
were attacking the no. 
3 post, with moves that 
would make him a 
movie star today.

Over 1400 people 
gathered to see Tau 
bestowed with the 
honour granted on January 13 1916, and the dignitaries were out in full 
force at Marton Park, including the Mayor, the local MP Hon RK Simpson 
and Colonel Sir James Allen, the Minister of Defence.

Tau went on to become an impressive rugby player for the Rangitikei in the 
1920s, along with his two brothers Nero Kane and Winiata Kane.  Tau was 
known for kicking goals barefooted, and as a 17-stone winger, was known 
as “the bulldozer” by his mates in the Marton Old Boys team.  Both of his 
brothers were selected for the Maori All Blacks team.

He also was a proficient roller skater, and won the gentleman’s potato race 
at the Marton roller-skating rink on 22 June 1932.

Later in life, Tau was to establish himself as a respected Kaumatua, and he 
was one of the people behind the push to get a Marae built in Marton.  
While he was not around to see it built in his lifetime, he was able to 
summon a large crowd for an event at Memorial Hall in late 1979, calling 
for a carving to be made in recognition of the Maori in the area.

Tau lived well into his 90’s, with his final years being spent in Wanganui.
      

Would you like to see your family or business featured here?  
Contact Rebecca on 327 7288 or email martonhist@ihug.co.nz

DO YOU HAVE OLD 
PHOTOS OF 
BROADWAY?

We are undertaking a heritage 
inventory of some of the old buildings 
in Broadway, Marton.

One of the buildings we are trying to 
find is the “Duncan Building”.  We 
understand that this is likely to not be 
the actual name of the building, but 
perhaps what it was commonly 
known as because Lady Duncan had 
used the building at one time.

It appears that we have many photos 
of the Woolworths/Countdown side 
of Broadway – including the Abraham 
and Williams Building, McGruers and 
the rest, but there are fewer photos 
of the opposite side of the road.

If you have photos sitting in your 
collection, particularly if they are 
between 1930 and 1960, please let us 
know.

We will be able to take a copy 
without damaging your photos, and 
give it back to you straight away.

Please contact Kylie (leave a message 
on 327 6689) and she’ll arrange to get 
a copy of your picture.




